
SEWER BYPASS  

5 steps 
to sewer 
bypass 
success.
Imagine a town where every sewer bypass 
job goes right. How do they do it? It takes 
a little planning and a lot of knowhow, but 
with the right approach, you can avoid the 
biggest sewer bypass pitfalls. 

A few precautions can make any bypass job a success. Just remember, no plan goes perfectly,  so having a backup plan is critical 
to avoiding overflow and delays. 

Get more info from the Rental pumping experts at xylem.com/en-uk/products--services/rentals/ or by calling 0845 707 8012

1. Beware of Gas

Sewer gas emissions 
can include hydrogen 
sulphide, ammonia, 
methane, and carbon 
monoxide, all of which 
are dangerous. Before 
you open the manhole, 
verify the safety of your 
surroundings, perform 
a gas check, and 
ensure adequate 
ventilation.

2. Know the
Maximum &
Minimum Flows
Peak flow usually 
occurs in the early 
morning or late 
afternoon and is a 
primary factor 
for determining how 
powerful your pump 
should be. Keep in 
mind, real-world peak 
flow can differ from 
specified peak flow due 
to water infiltration or 
simultaneous usage 
during sporting events. 

3. Know
What Flows

Industrial wastewater
can contain many
times more suspended
solids than standard
wastewater, and is
often more corrosive
or abrasive. The more
solids your pump will
handle, the stronger it
has to be, so make
sure you know the type
of effluent when
choosing a pump.

4. Plan Your
Layout 

Knowing answers
to key questions about
the worksite layout can
help you avoid
complications. For
example, if the
discharge point is
more than 300 feet
from the pump, you
may need additional
pumping capacity to
reduce friction loss.

5. Minimize
Public Disruptions

With pumps,
piping, construction
equipment, and
personnel, a bypass
project can cause
major disruption to
the surroundings.
Make sure to account
for noise ordinances,
traffic, and other
localized issues.




