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NOAA Tide Data in the Manual Tides 
Program

By John Lindberg
As most US users already know, HYPACK® has the option to import NOAA predicted or 
verified tides into the MANUAL TIDES program. For quite a number of years, you would 
simply navigate around the NOAA Tides and Currents website, choose the tide station, data 
and dates needed, and download the data as a text file. The text file was a fixed column 
format that would change over the years, requiring us to update our program every couple of 
years to accommodate these changes. The last format we imported looked like this. (Note 
the word “looked”.)

FIGURE 1. Old NOAA Text File Format

Last year, we implemented a routine to 
download data directly from the NOAA 
website, which basically eliminates the 
extra steps to download the data in 
text file form. This is all fine and dandy, 
but what if your project requires the 
download of tide data in file form, or 
somebody emails you the current 
NOAA tide data to use on your 
project? 
The first thing you will notice when you 
go to the Tides and Currents website 
is that the tide data on the web page 
no longer “looks” the same! 

FIGURE 2. NOAA Tides and Currents Site
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You can no longer save the page as a text file. You can now download the data as a *.CSV 
(comma separated values) file, but it would not be compatible with the MANUAL TIDES 
program.

FIGURE 3. Sample NOAA 
CSV File

You can easily import this 
CSV file to the MANUAL 
TIDES program:
1. Click [Import File].
2. Click [Load File] and 

select your *.CSV file. 
3. Select both space and 

comma as delimiters, 
since this file is not 
entirely comma 
delimited. (There are 
spaces separating date 
and time.)

4. Set the year format to 
YYY/MM/DD. 

5. Choose “Invert Tide” to save the file as a tide correction file. 
6. Select the proper fields along with their order in the *.CSV file. Your setup should 

look like this:
FIGURE 4. Sample CSV File Import Configuration
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7. Click on [Check Syntax]. If all is set up properly, the program should parse all but the 
first line, and give you a dialog like this:
FIGURE 5. Correct Syntax Configuration Parses All But 1 Line

8. If that looks good you can click [Convert]. 
9. Click “Exit” and your tide information imports fully 

into the MANUAL TIDES program. 
10. Save your *.TDX and * TID file and you should be 

good to go!
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